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1. The attached is one of several vnit historiesl reports prepared by
the 1st Cavalry's Office of Information and History.

2. The text of the action is as factusl and accurate as humanly possible,
Participants at.all levels were personally interviewed for an insight %o
the greatest possible depth into what actually happened,

3. Although sach report is intended sdlely as a historical document, an

analysis of this military history mey pinpoint key decisions and ecrucial A
turning pointsoof the battle, Combat lessons learned mgy stand out for é '
future awareness. P
., G~
4« We hope by this subsequent unit historical report a far greater ¢
number ‘of present leaders in Vietnam and in the military training and school g
systems in the U.S, will personally benefit from reading these recent iy
actions of their contemporaries whether on squad or battalion level, %::
. _ D o
5. 4s a limited number of copies have been prepared by this office, u -
rermission is granted to reproduce this report et the unit lewsl, O
ci /-?;f T f % 3 OS
- Wikllgn o f Q)i %
3 William S, Witters

Major Infantry

v Information Officer
" DISTRIBUTION:
As specified on page 28

Smg !
A

éﬂlﬂ

>

v



“93icas

4 { AUTHQRITY 31
BYJ

DCLLHODn = | L §

Reprodiced from. fie Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

;:v‘.,:;»l A 9{;'?

:ﬂi

NARA  DATE

i e

0
-
_4.\_
Q -
2
e .
o )
A 4%////
o .
.;w% . //v
2o
I
]
O
KE)
D= {0
o~
2y
oo ©
&
W__\L 8 %
S g —
Moo b
= = T 8
e b :
38 B 8
] Gy m._..w
HE & _
: ™~
ﬁ.ﬂ Gy —
o
]
R Q
3
e mﬂ__
G
)
%

q.,..mm,
47
gt

ey o
%.m .n“..\,Piq
&

-

Prepared by

S
=

[ . (\_
= {')

B

i

8

G

S
Q45
Nk
233
= 9.4
PREES
B 2y
343
w0 frg 2

T

A A

o




l

Reproduced fformrihe; Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-
B LS o v
| ‘N boiitay

Tl AuTHQRITY L

E ! B‘{_ZfZNARA DA:T.E: (;i/

 THE BATTLE IN THE 506 VALLEY

- 17 Deceuber. 1966

nenin

. Our foreign policy is based on goals.of freedom . -
and jusbice. Tt .dis in the interest.of  these
goals that .we ask you to serve your country
overseas. . Your Nation depends on you and your .
colleagues, . not just for the execution .of -
- hwerican foreign policy, but for the embodiment-
. .of the spirit and ideals of our couniry. '
, . -John F. Kennedy

™

" Author!s Preface. -
4 major babtle can be described in. a. paragreaph, This: ene ids-considerably. -
longer, incorporating as mch detail as is possible to do under. combab con-
ditions.” Key persomnel were wounded or killed; leaving narrative 22053 _
memories impressed with the struggle of the battle zve only relisble to.a .-
subjective point leaving'the overall. picture.as velid as.the pisces comprising
ite The purpose of this_ history is not to exalf.or impeach, but rather to- . .
guide others who will follow. . . . . . .. - CONL e

S

- Tmpress upon the nind of ‘every msn, from the first
. %o the lowest, the importence .of the cause and what -

it is.they are contending for, - IS RO e
g . Lo . 0. George Washington' - st
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On September 13, 1966 the First Cavelry Division (Airmobile) initiated
Operation Thayer I which was continued in Operations Irving snd Thayer II
and Pershing. The mission of theése operations was essentially the same:
the complete pacification of Binh Dinh Provinee by moving into the ares
in force and staying there until the job was dons. (Map 1) Thayer T
concentrated in the Crow's Foot (the Xim Son Valley, 4l so known as the Eagle's
Claw), where the 18th NVA Regiment (irmy of North Vietnam) was ‘engaged and
forced to withdraw. Irving was conducted principally in the mountains east
of the Crow's Foot and west of National Route One. Irving kept the enemy
off balance, seeking him out to destroy him in battle., Irving succeeded in
driving the enemy further east into Binh Dinh Province s then Thayer II was
kicked off %o continue the mission of pacificatiom in the Province. By
Docember several large battles hed been fought all over the Province and the
enemy was forced to break up into smsll groups to exfiltrate back into the
oountains $o'reorganize, rest and recuperate. (The most notable battle was
fought in Hog Hoi, where a large NVA foree was surrounded and nearly R
ennihilated.) Sporadic contact in the Crow's Foob (Map 2} indicated the
gnemy was hidden in the mountains around it and was getting some of their
supplies from the Crow!s Foot low lands, . oL

Maximm use of-the available Sky Troopers was made by spresding them out
in all of the stmll valleys of the Crow's Foot, where platoons were operating
separately and were self-sustaining for two or three days at o time. Nok
only could larger areas of ground be covered in this way, but a relatively
isolated platoon usually enticed the enemy inte making contact or holding
bo fight if engaged. The mission wes simply to "£ind 'em, fix 'em, and .
fight tem." 4 culmination of the complexities inherént in this deadly game
of hide and seek manifested itself in the battle Pought 'in the 506 Vallsy.

Two large Ineding Zones (LZ) were in the Crow's ¥oot, LZ Pony and Lz
Bird, both of which had tube artillery batteries which could fire supporting
artillery into any part of the Crow's Foot. Spread sround the Crow’s Fcot
on December 16, 1966 were elements of the lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry (1/9),
1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry (1/8), and 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry (1/12).

(Map 2} In verious stages of progress were Search &nd Destroy missions,
ambushes and recornaissence. Lieutenant Colonel George D, Eggers, commanding
the 1/12 had one compeny, Charlie 1/8, under his operabionsl comtrol (OFGON),

Generally ir commend of the tacticel phase of Thayer IT wes Golonel
Jeres Smith, the First Brigade Commender, Tn turn, responsibility for a
specific area of operabion (A0) was given to Lieutensnt Golonel Bggerse TO
assist in the overall mission, specifically in redomnaissance work, was the
1/9 Cavalry Squadron, who were responsible to the First Brigade, It wasn't
until later in the afternoon in the 506 Battle that Lieutenant Colonel Eggers
assumed complete responsibility for the conduct of the fight. Until that time
clements of the 1/9 remained responsible to 1/9 and to the Firet Brigade.
Coordinabion for various plans, therefore, passed through either the commen-

- ders or the operations officers (S-3) of the First Brigade, the First of

the Twelfth, and the First of the Ninth,

e
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Late in the afternocon of the 16th Charlie Company 1/8 came into Landing
Zone Pony in CH-A7 Chinook helicopters. Major ILeon G, Bieri, Opcrations
Officer (8-3) of the 1/12 contacted Captain Paul C. Ogg, Commanding Officer
of Cherlie 1/8, eand gave him a briefing on the s::buatlon. The 1/12 hod
elements covering the Crow's Foot except for the 506 Valley, C 1/8 would e

- OPCON o 1/12 because their missions were siniler and designed to accomplish

the same goal, Two of Captain Ogg's platoons were to conduct a reconnaissance
in force of the 506 Valley, one on the west side and one on the east side of
the ‘road. Initiaglly Capbain Ogg asked to take his entire company dnto.thé
valley because the area was new to them and the enemy situgbtion was unknown.
However, hé had to provide one pletoon as security for LZ Pony and Mgjor
Bieri fait the "reconnaissence ifi forés" would be sufficient,” flso the entire
Crow's Foot was being searched in a similar manmer, platoons spread oub
covering large areas.

The first and third plﬂtoons, C 1/% would search the 506 Valley, (Map 3),
the principle feature of which is the cormmunal fair-weather road, ‘*quy
506, which runs generally northwest to southeast., The valley flr\or is about
9, OOO meters by 3,000 meters, watered by several sbreams whiich originete in
'bhe densely covered mountains surrounding the valley., Rice pqdd:;es with

their. attemdant md, water and dikeg are readily evident. Coconut trees,

bamboo and a few banana trees grow there along Wl’bh numerous hedgerows.  In.
one area the brush is quite thick, hindering movement, - "4 hundred meters in
that terrain was just like s thousand meters in the average place," remembered
a trooper from 1/8. Lside from & : few small villages and hamlets, not much
else appeared to be there, :

The two platoons had moved off Lz Pony and set up together for the night,
about 1500 meters from the LZ, A4t first light on the 17th, Sergeant First
Class Richard T. Carmichael’s third platoon took the east svde, crossing the
506 and moving up to search out a dra..

Lieutenant Potter‘ 8 flrst plg.tocn went- south down the west side following

‘a ridge line, His peint men was -carrying a "people sniffer?, a chemigal

: evice the size of a large back pack, weighing sbout 25 pounds. It measures
"the ammonie content in the air, which méens it smells sweet, Like a hunting

dog, it is only effectlve working up winde Thal morning they were working

. up wind and.the "people sniffer" was registering high readingss Pobter's

platoon, well trained, mbved cautlously along the ridge,. They were almost to
the, tip of the fin BET, (Map 4}, when they spotted the enemy sétting up hammocks
and working around ih the area. Potter set about deploying his squads to

.overrun the enemy, It's not certu:m who fired first tut a fight broke oub.

.

e
f

Two or three enemy were killed initially and Potter got a little further

into their position. The platoon had policed up several items.of eguipment,
ineluding five 30 caliber banana elips, one carbine, one LK=A7 Russian agsault
rifle, twelve NVA packs and a aowitch board. Captain Ogg, informed of this
rlgh'b wmway, had =n H-13 helicopter standing by snd was airborne to assist
within minutes. He knew they had engaged NVA, the packs, weapons and uniforms
proved that., The telephone switchboard meent something else. Tt is normelly
associzted with -a battalion CZP { command post) or regimental CP, Captain Ogg

e
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Eggers,

o~

dida't know ab the time it was o
Regimental CP  bub he® knew his -
first platoon.had hit something

big., He called Lieutenant Golonel

of L7 Bird at the time, and told

Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

who was in the vicinity

‘him of these developments, asking

%0 air assawlt his entire company
© immediatelys

: Major Bieri, S-3;
gave the go sghead, providing one
platoon from Charlie 1/12 to make

~up for the security platoon Ogg

had to leave at-LZ Pony.

R :$g N .
L% PONY /\}@\;j ‘\

o,

LT POTTER'S
PLATOON.

1,000 METERS
i hubdhelisomrs

The Tight on the ridge started .
at three minutes after ten, Cap~

tain Ogg arrived several minutes
later and picked oub an LZ to the
southeast. of . the ridge. From the

B-13 Captain Ogg directed the gun’
ship's fire into the proposed
landing zone, to clear the erea .’
Second.
platoon C 1/8 followed shortly.

before the troops landed,

Y

Tn the meantime. Captain 0gg flew
back .to Pony,
and fourth platoon
saulted, The time was now aboub

. eleven o'clock and Ogg had a full

company, " on the ground, -oriented
and organized,  His first plaboon

‘==was still fighting 6n the hill,so
- Captain Ogg Took his company up

to.disengege them and finish the

- fight.

7

got his CP group
and alir ‘as=

]
A
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The genersl mission of finding the enemy had been accomplished by Ogg's
first platoon. The next step was to fix them or to pinpoint the extent of
the enemy limitse The First Squedron, Ninth Cavalry, 1/9, is specially
organized for this type mission, It is.composed of three bagic teams,
White, Blue, and Red. The White Team or Scout team is ‘composed of two H~13
observetion helicopters, highly meneuvereble and capable of gloge~in flyinge

. The Blue Teanm is an infantry platoon with their own orgegic UH-1D 1ift ships.
The Red Team is aerisl rocket artillery (iRA), Huey's fitted with 2,75 inch
rocket laumdhers end M~60 machine muns. (Strictly speaking, ARA ships have
48 rocket pods end two mini-guns, while gun ships have 1/ rocket pods each
with two M.60 maphine guns operated by two door gunners.) This combinabion
of men snd equiprent was called upon to help exphoit the gitvation.

Even though the fight was still in progress on the ridge, indications
were theb some of the NVA had fled east. The First Brigade S-3 wanted a
platoon put in to the southeast to establish a blocking position to prevent
escape in that directions The call went from Brigade S=3 to the S5-3 1/9,
Who. in turn contacted Major Thomas D. Mendenhall, the Commanding Officer of
Adpha Troop 1/9. At thgb moment Major Mendenhall was heliborne north of
LZ Pony, conducting a damage assessment of an artillery concentration that
had been fired the night before in a suspected location of a V0 battalion.
Major Mendenhall described his activity, "we arrived in the area (of
suspected activity, north of Lz Pony) and on our first pass over the area at
ten o'clock my wing aircraft took @ smell arms round —- came up through. the
hottom of the aircraft and hit beneath the copilot's seates. Were were in
the process of adjusbing artillery fire into the weapons position where
we hod recgived fire when I got a call that my operations officer had re-
ceived a mission t0 go down into the 506 Valley and support the lst Battalion,
‘12{'&1 Canry‘“ ' v :

Major Mendenhall's infantry platoon, callsign Lpache Blue, was at L2
Hammond, the Division forward logistical supply base, (Mep 1), southeast
of the Crow's FPoot. Meanwhile the Scout Teams had flown up to the 506.
Part of their job is to fly over the battle periphery and conduct a recon of
the appropriate arca.. They were out over the valley, cast of the ridge,
reconning a village when they recddved automatic weapons fires This was
sbout eleven o'clock, the same time Captain Ogg landed his company 1580
meters to the wesk. OQuite naturally it was difficult to ascertain who or
what was doing the shooting but essential to find out. The. Scoubs reported
killing two men and they could sce others moving in trenches and bunkers,
Mejor Bieri called Major Mendenhall and told him to put Apache Blue in to make
an assessment of (Mcheck 4% out!) the activity the Scouts had turned vp. ‘

Very shortly two fights would be ragings .One invdlving C 1/8, who was
OPCON to 1/12; the obher; -ipache Blue: who were working for 1/9 and First V.
Brigade. Thirty minutes esrlier when the fighting crackied on . the Tidge
another compsny (Bravo 1/8) had been slerted, The day before, Bravo 1/8
had come into L% Gavin (another artille®y fire base, south of LZ Hammond)
end were given the mission of Brigade resction force. So, when the possibiliby”
arose of commiting them, due to contact with en unknown size force of NUL
soldiers, they were alerted. Captain Reul G. Villeronga, ‘commanding Bravo * 1/8

8
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_f’go:b the word that one of our companies (Ogg's company) with 1/12 had made
heavy contact and that we were being commited." He was alerted "somewhere
ground ten thirty," ' ‘

The sequence of eYents was fast moving and complicated by unexpectod
happenings. At eleven thirty Captain Ogg still had his company on bthe
ridge, finishing up the originnl contact there, Intelligence (the captured
switchboard) suggested they had hit a battalion or regimental command post,
Ogg had already mede his decisions; he requested vactical air strikes, The
infantry platoon from 1/9 would soon search the area where the Scoub teams

"reported enemy activity. First Brigade had clerted a reserve force,

@'ompany B 1/8, and seemingly everyone was poised for the next prase of

The men of. Lipache Blie watched the valley falling away as their Huey's
flew northwest at 85 kiotss This was their normal routine. They apant
every day air assaulting into some area to "check it out" or tofdcvelop
the situation". On occasion they had repeated the performsnce ns meny
as four times a day., As they came in for the final approach the men standing
dut on the skids eould see the distant firing at the Scout ships. As the
helicopters brushed the Bround the men jumped and scrambled out; rumning for
dover, each man to a predesignated pasitidn. so that by the time all men were
down, a circle defense had been formed,

Once on the ground First Lieutenant Steven Feabherston .put his men
into the platoon assault formetion 4o move northeast. Esgentially the
formation was a two squad fromt with two squads behind for maneuver,
Lieutenant Featherston took the third and first squads with him on the right,

the third squad leading with a two man point’ team ten o twenty feet in front %
of the squad. On the left his platoon sergeant PSG James R, Petergal, had i kg

the second and fomrth squads, fourth trailing the second, The second squad
lpader, Sergeant Ceaser Bryant, had a two man point oute PSG Petergal was
sipposed to keep in eye contaet with Lieutenant Featherston and this he did
in spite of limited visibility camsed by the thick vegetation, The h
sprrounding terrain was covered with coconub trees; palm trees, and thick,
impessaeble hedgerows that were built up six or seven feet high., In between
the hedgerows were small clearings thabt looked like old potatc patches, but
npw relatively berren of fegetations =~ | : e

As the first.wave of the 1ift ships cleared the LZ they broke left or
northeast; and received automabic fire 150 meters oute The. second wave broke
%o the right and drew fire about 175 meters out from the L7. S0 far the
infantry hed.net been shol agte A4fter walking 50-75 meters north and east the
Blues came upon four small Vietnamese houses (hovtehes). Bverything looked
normgl and nothing seemed unusual,  Coming out of the tiny hamlet the seeond
isquad paralleled a hedgerow to thé north. PSG Petergal recalled they Meame

/up o real thick pine trees, ushes and shrubs, The lead element walked right

up onto the enemy positions when they noticed three of them were out of the .
position and they jumped back into the positions, got their weapons, end came
out shooting.," They were about 150-200 meters from the L2 now. The men were

fu
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cwzre that thére were enemy sold—
iers in bunkered positions with
automstic .weapons becainse Major
Mendenhalil+tdld them exactly that.
But "they (the ememy) ws-e sc
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‘well camouflaged +that the only
reason we saw them was because
men moved and were ocut-of their
holes and jumped into their heoles
vhen the point eleuent ¢l up on
vhem,® observed PN: Pebeirzal.

+ " The “seccond squad tock ‘the
Yorunt of it. (Map 5) The two men
o point were followed by Ser-
geant Bryanbt., The point tecim-had
actually gone pasta’fow poditions’
before movement was. detected and

the awfel realization flew fronm
man %o ngon-that they had walked
directly inbo Hell, The firing

broke out immedlately then and in
& few seconds everyone dowve for
teover ag bullets crackled in the
wir all sround, The point scram-
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bled back fifteenn feet to  Serg-,
ecant Bryent. The squad legder set’
about deploying his men left and.
rightes The fourth squed was o’
his left reer, near an open area
on the left flank, Three or four
automatic wegpons fired from the
far 1eft thus keeping Petergal
from attempting & flanking move-
‘ment to the left to relisve the
pinned second squad. L hedgerow
in between second and third added
toothe already impossible tagk of

10
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commnication and movement from +the one +to'the .other, : Over on  the right
Lieutenant Featherston and the third squad were in a box of hedges of their
oun. ALl along their front a fusillade of bullets dropped them and kept them
down, meking maneuver g nightmare, ~Forwerd movement was stopped cold; the
hedgerow blocked - the left ond then more aubomstic wegpons. ciurned the aig
from the right, denying movement in that dircction. By huzging the earth the
fourth squad hed inched up even with the seconds One of the men in front of
Bryant was-hit . three times in the head; - no more than fifteen feet from the
enenmy. position,. . Then Sergeant Brysnt was morbally woundede - Private First
Class John E. Horn, to his left; was also killed. Third and first sguads had
i begun expricating +themselves slowly. — Grenades were flying along the front,
‘ M3t was so thick we. just threw our.grenades in the . area hoping. they would go

into the holes because you couldn't see any flashes from the weapons or move-
l ment at 211, .By using white phosphorus greéndes someone: mansged to recover

the man in fro#it of Bryant. DBut other then that the situation was so unfavor-
l able the only ' memeuver the Blues could possible meke would be to withdraw,.

ind with difficulty, they did. (Mop 6)
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The Scout teams werc still circeling over the area. They were able
to plaece the most effective fire on the entrenched enemy soldiers. They
wheeled up and arcund, diving, pitching grenades out the doors, firing
the door mounted M-60 machine guns, shooting directly into the holes and
bunkerse The vulnerable 13's courageously novered over the enemy, throw-
ing everything they had. But even this brave display was somewhat futile.
Most of the bunkers or trench holes had over-head cover, Off to one side
of a main hole was another running 90 degrees, so the enemy could fire,
pop down in his hold and actually fall back in a hole within a hole,

The fpache Blues had indeed run into e well-fortified, well-ormed enemy
prepared to wage a withering defense. His positions were intelligently
built, mtually supporting and in some @ases additionally covered by snipers
in trces., The most people ever seen in o group numbered only nine. Only
rarely were they scen, sometimes two or three together. The first estimate
of the enemy, "during the heat of battle", was put.at two companies.

Lisutenant Featherston was ordered to and.withdrew 100 meters and
secured an LZ, An sttempt was made to adjust artillery fire, The first
found came in hitting 100 meters to the east of the platoon. The second

. found was erratic and landed in the midst of the platoon. “Luckilv no one
was hurt at this tirme and we cancelled the fire mission," sald Major Men-
denhall. LRA was called in end mode several passes over tho area, followed
by the FLC (Forwaerd Air Controller) who directed air strikes into the
village.

When the air strikes endéd the Delta Troop platoon, 1/9, came into the
LZ that Lieutenant Fegtherston's platoon secured.  One of Featherston's
squad leaders, Sergeant Bryant, who had been killed in the first action, was
still in the area of the fight. Featherston and First Lieutcnant Thomas Ke
Hollend, platoon leader of the D Troop platoony got the word to move back
up end secure Bryant's body, Apache Blue would take the right flank, moving
generally north, back to the area of their fight. Holland would move his
platoon out %o secure the left flank,

Lpache Blue moved forward and was suddenly pinned down by automabic
fire, 4 few men with the platoon sergeant, PSG Petergal, were over on the
far rights They discovered they could still crawl forward without receiving
effective fire. They crawled up to o hedgerow and could see Bryantts body
laying 15 to 20 meters on the other side, Then they started receiving
carbine fire., Petergal had one man drop back ten meters so he could pitch
grenades over the hedge., One man up front would look through the hedge
and adjust this hand-made artlllerv.

The carbine fell silx,nt Ls they started out to get Bryant the carbine
opened up again, Petergal orgenized his few men into = base of fire and
sent two of his strongest men out for “Bryent. Under cover of this heavy
frlendly fire they pulled the body back into the hedgerow. The carbine
opeﬁed up again., Peterzal passed the word to withdraw; they had accomplished
their mission, They carried Sergeant Brymnt¥s body back to the LZ.

iz
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Lientenant Holldnd and his platoon ran into a little more difficulty.
They had moved along side Apache Blue for about 75 meters. When the fire
pinned the Blues down, fire pinned down "Lancer White", Delta Troops callsipm,
They were in thick underbrush that grew over their heads., Visibility was
limited to ten or fifteen feet., The lead squad had point end flenk men ocut
about ten meters, They were the first to make conbach, Lieutenant Holland
thought at the time it was a heavy caliber machine gun engaging them,

Other small arms and snipers opened up pinning the lead squad,

" Lieutenant Holland took his remaining two squads and moved off to the

'left, or west, %o flank the fire on his lead squad. They moved aboub .

-

&/

thirty meters, crossing a north-south trail and getting on the west side of
it. ' S

One squad led off moving north. The point man and right flank security
rsn smack into a machine gun bunker on the trail facing scuth. The left
flank hit another bunker at the same time about fifteen meters west of
the trail., There was also another bunker on the trail farther up covering
the northern spproache Machine guns were in the tf#io bunkers facing south,
The next morning they counted twenty positions in the hedge ten meter
apart, well camouflaged and dug in deep with overhesd cover. '

Lt least 10 or 15 weapons opened up on them. The point and flank ren
were hit ten feet from a tunker. Firing as they fell wounded, they killed
one NVA, Holland pulled the lead squad back thirty meters from the hedge-
row, He sent his platoon sergeant over to see if the first squad could
rejoin them, They had a WIL oubt in the open and couldn't get to him, The

‘platoon sergeant got close enocugh to determine the men had died so he

brought the squad out to rejoin the platoon, On the way back they drew
heavy fire again, It took about thirty mintues to fight their way to the
other Two squads. - _

. BEven before the Delta Troop platoon was committed and became embroiled
in their fight, it was beconming increasingly obvious a force larger than
two enemy companies had been located, Lieutenant Colonel Eggers was ab
LZ Hammond., He had been keeping'up with the situation, then "while back
there (Hammond), Brigade (First) got the word that this fight in the village
was reaglly getting hot. Based on this we came back up to the area and
started to deploy the battalion,® He first called Capbain Ogg and told him
to get to a pickup zone (PZ) so he could be committed but Ogg was in contact
and couldn't break it at the time. Bravo 1/8 was ready so 1/9 dispatched
four ships to LZ Gavin to pick them up and get them started in, Unexpected
problems arose, for one thing only a platocn at a time could _o in.

Captain Villaronga, his CP group and seeond platoon could. fit on the first
load and they took off Before lunch time. However, it was during this

time that FA-C fighter-bombers were hitting the area north of Lpache Blue
with bombs, nepalm, and 20mm cannon. The air activity was toc intense for
Villeronga b0 lend so they circled formearly one hour. It was during this
time the basic plan was mede, &lso by the time Villarongs sat down C 1/8
had disengaged themselves and had come down off the ridge, Medical

13-
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eva;c;ua’r,:"v.on helicopters (medevac) carried out their wounded, a prisomer and
soms . captured equipment, Lpache Blue and Lencer White were holding their
- oyn for the presente ‘ _— o

..The! 1/9 infantry platoons were up against more thon two NVA companies,
supported by a few 12.7 (50 celiber) machine guns. Lieutenant Colonel
Eggers wanted to hold them there until he could muster forces to smash
them, © 1/8 was ordered to seal off and block in the westh:and southwests
Considering the terrian snd amount of area to cover it wes a formidible
$ask which took sbout two hours to accomplish. Ceptain Ogg wented 1o move
east all the way and met into the fight. Inretrospect that might have been
o valid move bacause he had a full company to fight with end was gbill :
oriented en the ground, Lieutenant Colonel Eggers was right in his plan
because he couldn't forsee what would heppen in the north, o

Captain Villaronge and the second platoon B 1/8 came into an LZ south
of the Cavalry Squadron's infantry platoonss He was to collect his company
and extend east to Hiway 506 because it was felt the south Uyould be the
most likely ares through which the enemy would try to withdraw," sald -
Golonel. Eggers, It took an hour for the rest df the eompatiy to errdive and
set up the block. The anvil was set. S Lo ‘

Licutenant Colomel Bggers still had his entire battalion to cammit.
His concept called for A, C, ond D-@eompanies to core into the north and
push the cpemy down into the biocke B 1/12 would come into the east,
thereby complebing the encirclement, The plan was consistent with the
situation bub ran into trouble, (Map.7) ' f

Lt 1238 in the afternoon Major Bieri, S-3 1/12, notified L, G, and D
Corpanies to move to a pickup zeme (PZ) as soon as possible,’ The problem
of ctnsolidating platoons and companies on PZ's was great, due to their
dispersion, The tast of committing them as companies wasn't possible.
This was to have its effeat, = A :

On the afternoon of the 17th, Delta Gompeny 1/12 was composed of only
two platoons. They had recently been recrganized from a heavy wegpons to

a light rifie compeny, current strength 62 Officers and mene The third

platoon was at LZ Pony acting as battallon recon platoons. The second.
platoon was on a sweeping operabion about 3,000 meters south of LZ Birde
it 1:3% pm Pivet Lioutenant Chester G. Cox, the Bxecubive Officer and
acting Company Commander, received a call to locate a PZ and prepare for
extrachion because "somebody mede eontact". They sat on the PZ for nearly
two houvs and received no word of where they were going or what kind of
contact had been made. Seeond Licutenant Timothy W, Feiner, third platoon
leader, had seven Huey's with which to move his platoon, At about 2:45 pm
they air assamlbed to the LZ thab all of 1/12 eventually used, Lieutenant
Feiner moved his platoon to secure the ILZ while C 1/12 care in, Then First
Lieuwtenant Paml R, Prindle's platoong<sccond of Delta, closed. ‘

5
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Lt the same time§ 1:38 pm, Captain Philip L, Bloke, Commanding Officer
of 4lphsa Company l/m 12, was IlO“b.z.flE’C to "saddle up", meaning pack up and get

ready to air assanlt. He was with his first abd third platoons, the fourth

north of them and the second northeast. Blake’ consn.dercd. hWis disposition
| and decided to go out first with the third and first platoons because they
were already tobether, close to a PZ. Then he wanted second and fourth to
1ift out in that order. It was thirty to forty-five minutes from the time
he was alerted until the ships came in, They started into the 506 Velley
and circled because of the air strikes. Rather than expend fuel they went
back up to LZ Pony end sat down there. Sergeant First Class John'M, Ketchen,
the, operstions sergeant, came out snd briefed Captum Bleke on the situstion
ga it was known abt the time: an unknown sized NVA force was somewhere in
the village south of the Lz whére they would ilend, Major Bierl had sald
over the radio, "It looks like another Hog Hoil,"

On the way back to the 506 Valley Gapta.m Blske called Captcvm Darrel
G. Houston, the Company Commender of Gharlie 1/12, on the radio, Houston
hod just come into the LZ and was unable o provide 1 mich informabion,
Blake landed and began moving northeast towards the hiway,  Just off the LZ
he encountered Delta Company, which was forming.into an assault line facing
a hedgeréw. The hedges were in a series, gbout two or three deep running
parellel tec the hiway for several hundred meters south, The hedgeroys were
.thick and impenetrable except for ‘where there were naturel breaks or pabths
in them. Several houses, apparent.‘_y vacant, lined both gides of the road.
Delta had moved up to the first hedgerow and crcuched tnere a8 Blake headed
for the hivwaye

ibout 150 meters from the LZ the thirl platoon and Blake came to the
hiway, crossed, and wheeled into a line ‘forautlon. Several sutomatie
weapons cub ’c.‘la tense atmosphere, wounding a machine gunner, Specialist Four
Chisholm, His squad leader, Staff Sergeant Ellis Espinoze, was shot deqd
Three NVA were killed end their weepoms, a Chicom light machine gun, a’
Russian !.K—l;? assgult rifle and an M-16 rifle were caoptured :m thig Tirst
brief encounter. (Map 8; next page)

The firsh platoon, A Company, had just come. into the LZ when the third
plabtoon exchanged the opening volleys. First Sergeent Charles R, Hillis
shouted over to scmeone in Delta Compeny, "Where's Captain Blake and third
platoon?" Sergeant First Class Rogue Perpetua, Jr, told him, "go northeast
where the sno’as are coming from," Hillis hed spoken to his. friend "Peth,
as he was affec’clona’ooly ¥nown, for the last time. Steff Sergeant David A,
Garcila, ‘the acking platoon leader, and Hillis gethered up the first platoon
and went looking for Blake, When they linked up, Blake put first platoon
on his 1of’0 as ‘ohey pushed on south, still on the O“Lu”b side of the roads

Prom the road east it is aboub 75 meters to & creek bed but further
south the dreck: and road come closer together in a bottle neck, NVA soldiers
were dug dinto spider holes along the creek bed with good fields of. fire
onto the’ hiway end the adjacent ground,” The, point squad of the first plotoon
was nearest the creeck when ewtomatic weapons cut them down, hitting all but

16
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one man, Immediately seversl men

rushed forward to aid their fal-
len comradese

‘Specialist Four
Antonio Sanchez fired his M-16 as =

fire to  drag back more womiaed.

When the casualties had been pul~ -
~led back they got the word to

come back themselves because . an
. ARE strike was coming in on the
. stream beds Not wenting the en-
emy %o retrieve the weapons drop-~

Private 'First Class Gerald E,
Swanson and Specialist Four Fred-
erico N, Iee ran out to pull back

wounded men, Then Swanson rapid- - ped out in the vopen'," the three
ly fired his M-79 grenade launch-  goldiers teemed, covering , each

er point blank into enemy posi-

_ 4 - obher as they ran oubt and gabher-
tions while Ssnchez braved the : ’

ed up the weapons.

’ ."* m”t Pl

=

BLAKES INITIAL C-OFI‘ECT’ -

HEPFgZzoo

 HEDGEROWS

First Lieutenant Robert L, Robbins, thesecond platoon’ 18ader of 4  Com
peny hed lended and moved over towards the hiway and the so :
firings They stayed on the west side of the road and pushed down. sbout even
with Blgke and Hillis,
platoon) and Robbins (second platocn) - who was scross the road.

Blake told Hillis to push the first platoon forwsrd and cunt right 4o the
flank. = As the first dpéve in they.hit determined resistance and besame

17

sound - of heavy:

Bleke wanted t0'close the gap between himself (third
obbin. , :  th Robbins -
couldn't maneuver 1o the flank beaanse Delta as gseverely engaged <4here.so.
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| v:r+ually stopped deaa. H:Lllls gragbed a radio -hend set and called 1n ARL

| runs across his front. Rockets and machine gun fire swept tl’mough the .enemy

i positions relle\r:mé; the pressuve so the first could move agein ond Blske

| © took the adventage To move the third over towards Robbinse Once agoin enemy

| fire prohibited movement but Blake had firmed up his line so the first
third, and second platoons were linked together in em "L! shaped battle line

facing the enemy inner security belt. Shortly before Blake's fourth platoon,
the weapons platoon, had landed on the LZ. Ls they made thelr wny ‘soubhr
following the sound of the increasing battle noi ses, they came up on Delta
Compenyts left flank, who had just become engaped in a fierce fisht. The
fourth plato®n memafred to keep moving left and wound up in with Licutenant
Robbins's second platoon. Blake had just found out his mortar platoon

. sergeant, PSG Donald Leekhis and “the fourth platoon medic, Private Pirst
Class Llton R, Kennedy were dead and Sergeant Sherman Fuller was seriowsly
wounded, ILeter when a perimeter had been established First Lisutonant Donald
Grigg, morbaer platoon lesder, was wounded, Blaeke had lost KIL or WIL two
platoon leaders and. five sergeants, ' .

In between the time when Hillis and the first pld:oon had landed wnd
when Robbms gnd the second platoon hed landed, Delta Gompany 11ad become
engaged,  They had been on an assanlt line faomg a hedgerow, Liesutenant
Feiner's third platoon on the right or south end, Lisutenant ;rmdlo s
second platéon on the left or north ends Feindr was with his first squed
on the extreme. right, Back with his second squad was the compshy heade-
quarters, Lieutensnt Cox and First Sergeant Gene 0. Helgerson. ToO. their

*° left was Prindle's platoon, each squad on line facing the hedges. The NV
lay -just beyond the second hedgerow but no one was aware of that, The enemy
positions were of the cleverest camouflage, impossible to detect. However,

- one.of the men in Sergeant William D, Cook's first squad did sec an NVA
through the hedge. Feiner and the first squad started through and moved
across the open up. fo.the next Hedgerow and went through that., Once ot in
the open again, not ten feet from the hedge, the énemy b .lash revenled
their presence with g fusillade of bullets. The surprige was more than
effective for now the Lmericans were in the open with no nlace to turn: 'bo
except back over more open ground. (Map. 9, ncxt page) .. - : ’

The first burs'b knocked down Prlva‘he F:r.rs‘h Olass Tmot‘ly uwmso Corporal
Jack Jo Deaton, who was right behind Bwing, was shot and fell wounded, The
NVL, realizing he was still alive, put another burst in him and there he

,  died. The squad leeder, Sergeant Cook, was hit and fell fabally wounded.
Specialist Four Michael J. inderson; the medic, moved forward immediately
and gobup to Bwing, & lung had been punctured and Ewing was having trouble
breathmg so Anderson bI’lOd mouth to mouth resuscitetion, Just then an enemy
bullet hit across his hand, #nderson patched Bwing as best he could and
crawled back to work on other woundeds Later in the afternoon Feiner and
inderson were able to pull Ewing back for medevae but ke died before reaching
the hospital. Anderson contimued his job all afterncon and into the night,

It was nearly one ofclock the next mornms when he stopped to pateh his own
wounded hand, The kmuckly was broken, not a serious wound, but as Licutenant
Feiner described it, "a very painful one." -

18



enemy bullets kept churning the dirt on both 8ides of him, He fired 21l his - -
ammo from there. Then he ran- out to where Degton was laying, picked up 200 .
more rounds, and ran back. Hattersley shob up three fourths of this then he.
got up and charged the bunker, killing at least onés A bullet hit him in the
right shoulder, SomehoWw he mede it back and was later medevac'ds  The mext
day his machine gun was found right up by the bunkers - - B ‘
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Close to the Pirst sguad, machine gunmer Private First Class Roger Ke
Hattersley, was pinned down in the open, apparently in a blind spot because”

l
|
|

' For almost five minutes the killing continued unabated. The enemy wes
‘ well hidden in b bunker about two and a half feet high, conee aled in the thick
| bushy hedgerow.  The NVA had weited until the Americens-were very close, t00
| close, in fact, for them to hope to move = after being pinned down not twenty
| feet from the jbunker. Hattersley had f£inglly seen the bunker, then Feiner
1 saw Pifle smoke but couldn't pinpoint the firing aperatures

- d
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The mortar Recon<Sergeant, Staff Sergeant Harry R. Forsythe, and
Lieutonant Feiner wanted to call in artillery, but neither was certain -of
their location. They both.had a good idea but couldn't ssy definitely. Nor
were they the' only ones disoriented that dey. For one. thing the map was
snaccurabte just encugh o make pinpointing futile. Visibility was limited -
by the vegebtation and terrain festures were no help on the valley floors
Furthermore they were fiercely engaged in a fire fight, Under the. circume=
stances Sergeant Forsythe made the best decision, He plotted a concentra~
tion using common sense snd a little guess work and called for two smoke
rounds, Nobody ever saw the smoke but by then it nade little gifference,
Lift ships, gun ships, commsnd and control helicopters, and H-131s were
consbently in the areas, Also Charlie 1/12 wes moving againj exact location
mmknown. Sergeant Forsybhe had to give it up for the time being. ‘

To say the least, thelir position was highly wnfavorable. They weré in
close to the etiemy position - too close for friendly artillery or LBA, They
were in the open, by and lerge, and boxed in by hedgerows, The LE-47 kept
them down while snipers in the trees begen picking them off, ' Feinery
realizing this had his men spray the trees, hoping to kill the ‘enes up there
but the camouflage was nearly perfect so it was dmpossible %o know the-
results of this shooting, 41l the bunkers were interlocking and mtually
supporting, fiurther puotected by well concealed sniperse There was a
Jbunker or spider hole every 15 to 30 meters, camouflaged and hidden in a
hedgerow, Friendly fires were essentially blind, having no specific targebs
that were recognizgble, -

By now the second platoon was heavily engaged in a similar situation.
Feiner radiced his plgtoon sergeant, PSG Willie Barnest, who was with _
Sergeant’ Rochelle Simms third squed, end told him to maneuver over to try
and relieve the second platoon. Lieutenan® Cox went along end they picked’
up a 90mm recoiless rifle from & Compeny!s weapons platoon, Over in the
sastern. sector of second platoon-Delts, they attempted to knock st an enemy
Punker, The gun crew, Specialist Four Percy B. Goodeagle, Specielist Four
hrcadio Sanchez and Private First Class Charles Re Boodleman were emplacing
thé 90mr when sn enemy grenade bounced off Sanchez' back ond exploded,
wounding Senchez and Goodeagle, The breech block on the 90mm was demaged
by the blast and was now worthless. However, Boodleman did menage to lug
the gun bock to Alpha Company as he fought his way out of that hot spot.
Time had lost meaning in thetone small area, sequence was blurred, " Lieutenant
Cox Had been shob, PSG Leemhis crawled over to help Cox. As Ieemhis lifted

. up a stiper bullet found its merk in his neck and he fell dead next to Cox.

Privete First Class Alton R, Kennedy was close by treating other wounded
and dragging them back out of the fire swept field,. Kennedy mede two trips

“braving the spray of bullets, in spite of pleas for him to sbey back, He

couldn't bring himself %o ignore the pitiful, plaintive eries of "Medic,
help, Oh God; helpi" Moving out again Kenpedy was wounded on his third
trips His fourth was the lasbte Xeungdy gave his life to save othors,

© Sergeant Simms had one mem sbill alive from his squade Together thoy

endured the afternoon and evening until derkness afforded a chance to get
out of their private Hell, SIT : T
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The second platoon became engaged right after third. On their left
—_ flank Llpha Company was hard ‘pressed, on the right Feiner was teoking meny
Tcamuatties. Private First Class Eleazer F. Trevino started through s small
hold in the hedgeroy. & sniper buddet cut him down. -Specialish Four Jemes
Wa Jeffefs, close behind, could see him and started out to him but Trevino
moticned him back, He could hear someone yell, "stoy back, thore's snipers
ﬁlO@mﬂAktﬂﬁsthmtmapa%mrwmpaﬁ@ﬂ%lhgePm@@m%-wdfév«
Private First Class ingel Imna went through snother hole,’ Ferpectua spotted. -
a machine gun bunker and charged for it. He was right up on it when he was
hits His helmet had eleven holes in it and he wos shot ir the chosh and
heads He had recenily extended .for duty in Saigon. - He volunteered to go out
that day - above and beyond the call of duty. Iuna was shot snd killed by

a sniper as Perpetua fell,

| The fighting was reaching a peak in.their arca. Incoming rounds weve
| everywhere, the fire scecurate. Men were pinned down with no where to goe

i ARA was called in and eased some of the pressure bub becouse of the ex-

f ceedingly close proximity between friend gnd foe,, exploding Fockets spewed - .
\

fragments everywhere, some of which Hit the Lmericans..

Lieutenant Prindle was over farther .o the left on the other side:
of the hedgerow, "He was blocked by a barbed iire fence.. He cut through
two strands and was working on the third when g bullet went through his
helmet; kmocking it to the.grownd. Prindie ran. over to o wounded machine
gunner, grabbed the M-60 and got up firing bub. it jammed,: He wes-tbhen
pinned down with his platoon, &£11 forward progress was deads They moved
no further forward from where the fight erupbeds” Lo ‘

Meanwhile Lieutenant Feiner was still trying to extricate his first -
squads He sent the second arcund to the left to flank the bunker facing -
him, They mancuvered-over to a break in the hedgerow and went throngh.

Ls they came up oneline an NVA bunker engaged them. The fimsh. burst hit
two men, Specialist Four Joseph Iemon ran over and jumped in the bushes

to conceal himself, unwittingly only two meters from a spider hole, His
body was found the next day in the same place, The whole sguad was pinned
down when snipers in treeg opened up. Sergeeant Lntonio Garcia was killed,
along with the rest of his squad, Most of them were. shot Lhrough the neck
or head with deadly accuracy, : '

Lieutenent Feiner called the second squad on. the adio,  He wanted
o tell them to hold up becanse Charlie 1/12 was moving somewvhere on his
Tight and he didn't want second shooting that way. ~ The RTO (vradio telephone
operator) Private First Class Michel E. Noone, 'lone survivor of the squad,
told Feiner that Gareia was dead and everyone else had been. hit. At the
time he thought & couple were ctill alive. Feiner asked him where the fire
was coming from, . "I don't know, sir, welre petbing picked .offi¥ sa3d Noone.
A medic'tried to get over to them but. it Jjust wasn't pbssible. A"l‘arge open
area that lay in between was covered every step of the way by ‘eneny fire,
For the rest of the aftornoon and evening Noone lay there alcne, wounded

and unable to move, Just after dark he saw 15 or 20 NVA come ocut %0 where

-2
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his squad lay. When a man mosned they spreyed him with subomatic fire.
Noone was wounded again by one of these burstss £ bullet hit his back and
came oub his stomach, Lmazingly he was still conscious. He opened his

| eyes and saw the enemy had teken two or three ponchos which they used %o

i cerry off their own dead, They also searched the dead Americans, When

| they got to Noone one enemy soldier grabbed his belt and picked him upa
Seeing his stomach hanging cut they figured him dead and threw him downe
He landed on a red ents nest., Three hours later a medical evacuation team
found him covered with ants, but alive. Noone was one of three survivors
from Delta Company that had sctuslly seen s VC or NVA thetiday, ’

Delta Compeny's First Sergesnt Gene O. Helgerson led the medical eva
| team that located and saved Noone., For several hours they creph around
locking for lmerican wounded, treating them and pulling them back for
evacuation. There can be no doubt that Helgerson and crew put life back
into men who otherwise would have surely died from their woundse. The
urgency of their work retrieving wounded men forced them t¢ leave the dead
where they lay forlornly., With the morning sun the next day these men
would begin their last trip home, . ' :

Charlie 1/12 hed come into the LZ while Delta secured it, ond before
Alpha landed, Captain Houston hed only two platoons to commsnd, one wes |
security platoon on LZ .Bird, the other had been committed garlier in the.
day to assist Charlie Company 1/8. First Lieutenant John J. Rudd's third
platoon stayed with Houston while First Lieutensnt William R, Bdmison's
First platoon was sent to the scuthwest to link up with Captain Ogg's
compenys Edmison moved his platoon about 200 meters southwest, making no
contact with either the enemy qr Capiain Ogg. Meanwhile Gaptain Houston _ :
had moved south with Rudd's platoon and they had been fiercely token under “
fire, the W4 wailing once again until the Americans were gt point blenk
range before opening up. Edmison was ordered hack to help. He wound up .
behind Rudd's platoon but then corrected himself snd came up on the right
flenk to relieve the pressure. Edmison celled Rudd and +old him he would
push out 150 meters and then cut left to flank the enemy positions and
hopefully neutrelize the esutomatic:fire cutting them up so bBedly. (Mep 10,
next page) They crossed a fairly open area where two men were slightly ;
| ‘ wounded by a concussion grehade. As they neared the edge of the village
the firing increased a little but they kept advencing, Once inside hell
broke loose end Edmison was boking casmalties faste The two men leading
the drive into the village became pinned detm when their M-16 rifles jammed
up. Edmison and his RTO went rumning up to see what the. yelling was about.

Enemy fire dropped them. - Licutensnt Edmison saw the 1id 1ift off a spider

hole not ten feet to his left. 'Ln enemy armed with a light machine gun

came up firing, Edmison pitched a grenasde in the hole, killing the Viet-

namese Communist-and destroying the weapon. He spotted two more NVA

armed with AK~Z7's and shot them with his M-16.. He realized he had +o

pull back then. ;The fortifications were well made, the caméuflage nearly

perfects The positions were fairly new-but no fresh soil indicated their

presence. It was only a rare stroke of luck that he had seen the spider

hole and LK position. - ‘ ' ' ‘
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Ednison gave the word to pull

back and re-esbablish cmbact with .
Then he found they =
so he mulied up.
.He Theard
over the radiq that Captam Houm

the companys
had been cut off .
in a tight perimeter,

ston had been wounded by a gren-
ade fragment and that Lieutenant
Rudd had been hit in -the leg.
Both-6f them conbinuéd “to “diredt
their elements.
wasn¥b moving but he continued to
direct effective fire. Captain
Houston sbayed until labte thab
night, controlling his companys

Fdmison was ‘dn. ‘s j‘pézzim_az%ér' .
about 100 meters almost directly

Ctime we would, fire,
" decided
- back they would try forward ag

~ demage in there.
Rudd's platoon

“in front of third platoon. "Bvery

~time they fired the rounds would

.come over our position, every-
" vice versa.t .
They .were: trymb to be . careful
amid all the confusion. ~Edmison
sinece he couldan't rull
to see. . if they couldn't do more
Prigate Pirst
Class Bruce H, Crowthers was kil— '
led by a snipery one shot through
tb.e_ head' :
hime Staff Sergesnt Julius Greab-
house, the third ‘squad leader,was

- killed by & burst coming from a

_hedge. Rrivate First Class Harry
1. Poland a new men in the Ccomle

23
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pany, was shot in the chest by a Commnist soldier not ten feet in froat
of him. Poland's squad leader, Staff Sergeant Edward J. Dehnert, Jr. went
up and pulled him back, but Poland succumbed to his wound before he was
evacuated. Edmison decided this time to comsolidate in a small hollow and
prepare to wait it out. They couldn't move. He had wounded %o teke care
of and couldn't afford to lose any more men. '

Enemy smell arms fire coming from hidden defensive positions was
teking a dreadful toll of American soldiers. Captain Houston elected to
try ARL again, even though it would be risky. Lieuntensnts Bdmison, Budd
and Feiner were ordered to mark their positions using smoke grenades to .
Zuidé the gun ship pilots on, target, Two passes were made, rumning dowmn &
narrow corridor between Audd and Edmison. Then Eeiner'was called by his
third end second squads, In the third squad two men were still alive.
They said the SRA was awfully close, Noone, the second, squad RTO, wounded
and alone, said it was coming in on top of him, Dy mrbual agreement the
ARA was called off, The querters were too close, it was too dangerous and
no longer worth the risk. ' ' S

Tn o battle some events will remain indelibly clear, others indefinitely
- fogged, During the time Lisutenant Bdmison wes moving his platoon across
the open area, the first time they went into the village and before they
. made heavy contact, Major Bieri, the Battallon S-3, gshowed up running

soross the field after thems, He had a «45 (US Army pistol) in his hand
when he cemght up with Bdmison. The move continued without Maj or Bieri
telling Edmison why he was there, nor did Edmison ask, Doth were pro-
occupied and had no time for talk. When the first platoon got pinned
down snd found they'd lost contact with third, Edmison noticed Major Bieri

: had been wounded in their assamlt, He was hit in the shoulder and was
later hit in the side. By then Edmison had only cne PRC-25 radic thab
was operable so they split the use of it, Edmison gtayed on his company
push, coordinating with Capbain Houston and Lieutenant Rudd. Major Bieri
would then come up on batbalion frequency to coordinate with the surrounding
compenies. . Major Bieri played a significent part in the third phase of the
battle, the perimeter after dark. He had landed when he neard that Captain
Houston was wounded, but sppsrently, onee on the ground, he found out 5
Houston iwas ebill capsbly in commsnd but not moving. Upon learning that
the first platdon was going to try and roll in the flank he raced over %o
Edmison snd was loter wounded, That night hé was medevac'd.

Just before dark Bravo Company 1/12 landed on the L7 north.of the
fighting. Captain Roy Benson, Jr. led his company. south, encountering
1ittle resistance end Iinked up with the remnants of Hougton's -company.
By then the remains of Delta Company had moved together with Charlie Company,
lergely through the efforts of First Sergeant Helgerson. & composite '
perimetor consisting of Bravo, Chérlie and Delta Companies consolidated
for the restless night. ’ . S

As Bravo 1/12 was landing, Bravo 1/8 begen its long move northward.

Ceptain Villarongn'a compeny hed been static all afternoon south of the
$illage in a blocking position, 4t 6:00 pm they were ordered north to fill

2L
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the gap between & and B (plus C & D) Companies. L tense trip was made up
Hiway 506, during which two downed hellc()p‘ﬁers were recovered from the road,
and 1ifted out by Chinooks. By ten o'clock Bravo Company 1/8 had covered
the 1500 meters up the h mc,y and was infiltrating Alpha Company! s 1/12 lines
and moving westward., Bub it was nearly three ofclock in the morning before
Villaronga had estgblished his own perimeter somewhere between Alpha and
Bfavo, almost I‘l?fh‘b where Delta had foufrht 80 long and hard,

In the south gnother composite perzmeter wes formed from tpe infantry
platoons of 4lpha and Delta Troop 1/9, and the third pla_ﬁoon, Company, o
24 Battalion, 8th CaValry, which hed air assaulbed around 6330 thal evening oi
Tothe wést Captain Ogg's company was in a “perimeter of their v,

R8peated attempts to link up with the group in the north or south had J.o.ll@d%
g0 Ogg sat tight rather then risk sny more casualties. (Map i1) » :

Throughout the dark hours, (actually brightened by continuous illum-
ination rounds that cast an eerie, spiriling, shadowy glow over all parts
of the widely spreed battlefield) in each perimeter, a dramatic scéne was
repeated time and again. Numerous men had been wounded durlng the brutal
fighting end needed to be evacuated. Several helicopter pilots, of whom'
Captain Twiggs and Lieutenant Marabello of.the 229th Aviation Rattalion
are only two, mede continous flights bringing in sorely neefed supplies
and cerrying out the wounded. Flying conditions were the worst imeginable,
a veritable nightmare of 1'131"30331b111t-ses but these men heroically.
ded&-cﬁ-tedr th@!%'-@{.f'(}r"t‘s uu>aav_t_115 pisiAvair S ..!.1\16.5. TI}.U 'Gllby O.'.'LCL. A..L.L 'GO,%"G"GH@I’ A e
- seyen helicopters were dameged so badly +they had to be grounded for -
extensive repairs, mte testimony of the sacrlf:x.ces made end horrors endured,

| ks early as 6:00 pm the NVA had begun exfiltrating the village batlle-
£ields In small groups they slipped oub according to a pre-arranged plan.
Even though medevacs and resupply ajo’t.empts were harassed by enemy fire,
the bulk of the defenders hed left the aréa, Later intellizence revealed
they escaped generally to the east, but spread out in all directions up
in’ the surrounding mounbtains.

At first light each vnit begen policing up their immediste ares,
Patrols were sent in the village to recover bodies or to locate imericans
missing in action. Oddly enough, several civilians emerged from the war
torn Vll.LaP'B as: the z_merlc:%ns SWOp“b i1k o, P« FRU TR S A

For the next few days elements of the Cav chased the fleeing NVL into
the mountains. Division Lrtillery poured artillery rounds into likely
avenues of egress to interdict and harrass the beaten enemy. By the 10th
of December ninety-five eneny had been killed by body count, an undetermined
number wounded., Three prisoners of war had been captured who reveidled that
it was elements of the 7th and Oth Battalions, 18th NVA Reziment who were
engaged by the lst Cav. Twenty individual weapons and three crew served
weapons (57mm recoiless rifle, machine gun, 60mm mortar tube ) were captured,

o
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The price came high, especially for Delta Company 1/12. They started
the day with 62 men and ended it with 35. A1l together 34 Cavalrymen were
xilled in action, snother 81 wounded, Three helicopters were shot down
and fonr more Camaged by ground fire, ‘ '

The conduct of the battle was hampered somewhat by chain of command
@ifficulties. It wasn't until lebte in the afternoon that all responsibility
was passed to Lieutenant Colonel Eggers, the CO of the 1/12, Prior to that
the First of the Ninth ond the First Brigade Commanders had elements working
for them, which only served %o cdecrease effective. coordingtion, Since so
many different elements were involved, effective, concise, cleer commile
ication wasn't possible. Reports passing through several hends back and
forth only got more confused,

The committment of nearly seven companies from all over the Crow's
Foot in a relatively shasttime was just shy of remarkeble, possible only
because of the airmobile cepability. DBut it wasn't good enocugh. Strained
coordination resulted in poor. scheduling; helicopters circling vntil TAC
air c8ased, platoons sitting on PZ's for one or two hours, and compenics
committed 4o héllish battle a platoon ab a time. The iLmerican Forees .
consistently walked right up to the camouflaged enemy positions, only to
be decimated in the initial burst. .ind then the unfortunate mistoke of

trying to help a wounded buddy without getting the gun that got him first,

was made over and over,

- Mgny, many exemples of individual ‘heroism were performed. In the worsbt
condibions honorable men acquited themselves with exemplary conduet beyond
the cell of ordinary duty. Meny soldiers were later decorated for their -
acbions of the L7th of December. : ' <o ' o

In spite of the confusiom, the adverse fighting conditions and the
beating taken by part of the Cav, the enemy was defeated. The First Team
proved once again it can defeat the Commmists, slmost regardless of the
circumstences or conditions. The Battle in the 506 Valley was a hard
fought victory for the Fisst Cavelry Divisions . ‘ '

Older men declare ware DBub it is youbh that must
fight and die, &nd it is youth who must dnherit
the tribulation, the sorrow, and the triumphs that
sre the aftermath of wars Lt n T

: Herbert Co Hoower -

27

4.
3

P



f

: Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-
i | DECLASSIFIED | : o

9T Teay

8y j,j NARA  DATE:
i et

: AWL)
N N O
b1

11

: : R § SR
P 0 R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R s e e SR Gu
bl

DISTRIBUTION:

~1 - GG, 1st ACD °

1 ~ AD@-A, 1t ACD

1 - ADC-B, lst ACD

ea Bde, Ist LC

ea Bn, 1lst ACD _
ist Sgdr, S35k Cav

ea Tnf Co, 1sh ACD
‘eg Cav Trocn, 1st ACD
1ith Aviax
Division Lrtillery
LC0ofS:  G=3
ACofS: G-2

14 Mil Hist Det
CIAH

\»
i

(]

MLCV ~ 10 :

N T N IO O |

CG,

1

GG, Ft Knox, Ky 40121

CG, ¥t Gordon, Ga 30905
CG, Pt Polk, La 71459

G, Ft Ord, Calif 93941

1

(I |

CG, USARY, ATTN: LVG - History Division, APO 96307
CG, IFFORCEV, ATTN: Historian : o

Chie® of Military History, Di, Washingbon, D.C. 20310
Libpary, United States Military hcademy, West Point, New York
G, 4th Infantry Divigion, APO 06262 . ‘

€&, 33 Bde, 25th Infantry Division, APO 96225

G, lst Bde, 101lst LBYN Division, AP0 96349

CG, 25th Tnfantry Division, APO 06225

CG, 196th It Ing Bde, APO 06256

GG, 173rd ABN Bde, £PO 96250 _

GG, 9th Inf Division, AP0 96390

CG, lst Tnf Division, APQ 96345 -

Comdt, USA Inf Seh, ¥t Bemning, Ga 31905

Comdt, USA Avn Sch, Ft Rucker, 4Ala 36360

— Comdt, JFKSPWAR Sch, Ft Bragg, NC 28307

— Comdt, USAG&GSC, Ft Leavenworth, Ken 66027 -

~ Editor, USAGSSC Mil Réview

~ Comdt, USSAMS, -F4, Sill, Okla 73504 o

- Chiwf 'of Rederve end ROTC Affairs, DA, Washington, D.C.
- G0, USA Inf HUMRO Unit, Ft Benning, Ga 31905

Al

CG, Fb Jackson, S.0. 29207

G, Ft Leonard Wood, Mo, 65473

Lrmy Magazine, 1529 18th St. MW, Wash, D.C. 20036

Army Digest, Cameron Station, Llexandria; Va 22314

Time Magazine, Bditorisl & Ldvertising Office, Time and Life

Bidg, Rockefeller Cemter, N.Y., N.Y. 10020 ,
Seturday Evening Post, Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa 19105
CG, US 4rmy Wespons Command, Rock Island, T1l

GG, US hLrmy Missiie. Commgnd, Redbtone Arsenal, Ala

- CG, US Army Munitions Commdid, Dover; N. J.

- CG, US Army Tactical Evaluation Commsnd, Aberdesn, Md.

1 - USACDC, Liason Detechment, HQ USERV, APO 96307
1 - CG, ROK Forces, Capitol Inf Div, AP0 96238

S

28

© e e m——— | e e e
P



	MX-M363N_20191024_141512.pdf

